
Plants and Animals of Seas and Rivers  Formative Assessment Probe 

 
What Does Science Look Like? 

 
Four students are learning about 
guppies, and will share what they 
know with their class. They would 
like to find out everything they can 
about the guppy. Which student do 
you think will find out the most about  
guppies? 
 
 
Kathy:    “I already know a lot about guppies so I need to 

watch the guppy for a while and then draw a 
picture.” 

 
Misty:    “I need to make a prediction, watch the 

   guppy, add another guppy, and make my    
   prediction right.” 

 
Ann:        “I need to make a prediction, ask questions, 

watch it closely, write and draw what I see, and       
then share what I learned.” 

 
Jessica:    “I need to ask myself some really good 

   questions, find answers to my questions, and 
   then write them down. I then need to take some 
   water out of the bowl and see what happens.” 

 
 

Explain your answer:  


